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In a shortened version of the book-album “Tree Beekeeping — 
Binding the Times” in the series “Belarusian Cultural Heritage”, 
readers have a unique opportunity to become acquainted with 
the old beekeeping practices of the Belarusians. Tree beekeeping 
replaced the collection of wild bee honey in tree hollows and 
was widespread in all forest regions of Belarus. Now it continues 
in some areas, mainly in Ubartskaye Palessie (Lielchytsy district 
of Homiel region). Here, this centuries-old traditional practice is 
developing and being passed on from generation to generation.
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TREE BEEKEEPING — 
Binding the Times



DEAR FRIENDS!
Here is the sixth book-album from 
the series “Belarusian Cultural 
Heritage”. Every year starting from 
2015, as part of the Development 
Bank of the Republic of Belarus 
social project of the same name, 
the “Four Quarters” Publishing 
House releases folios about the 
rich culture and traditions of the 
Belarusian people. All issues have 
received the highest awards at the 
National Contest “The Art of the 
Book” and earned positive reviews 
by experts and numerous readers.

Today we are pleased to 
present a new album-book 
“Tree Beekeeping —  Binding the 
Times”. It will tell you about 
the ancient practice of the 
extraction of wild bee honey 
and wax from log-hives in the 
forest. In some regions of Belarus, 
tree beekeeping has been 
preserved to this day, experienced 
beekeepers pass on their secrets 
to their successors. It is gratifying 
that in recent years the younger 
generation has shown growing 
interest in this unique practice as 
well as in the customs and rituals 
associated with it, revealing the 
relationship of man and nature.

In Belarus, “Forest tree 
beekeeping in Belarus, on the 
example of Lielchytsy district of 
Homiel region” has the status 
of a historical and cultural 
treasure. In 2019, Belarusian and 

Polish experts sent materials 
to UNESCO for inscription of 
the element “Tree beekeeping 
culture of Poland and Belarus” 
on the Representative List of 
the Intangible Cultural Heritage 
of Humanity. This is yet another 
proof that the practice of tree 
beekeeping is a tradition uniting 
us with our neighbours, and the 
joint efforts to preserve it are a 
contribution to strengthening 
good-neighbourly relations and 
expanding cultural ties with 
foreign countries. That is why the 
book-album “Tree Beekeeping —  
Binding the Times” is published in 
the Belarusian, Russian, English, 
and Polish languages.

I am sure that this publication 
will be appreciated both by 
professionals and all people who 
are not indifferent to the culture 
and centuries-old traditions of 
Belarusians. It will provide an 
opportunity for a foreign reader 
to become acquainted with the 
rich heritage of the Belarusian 
people. It will also demonstrate, 
on the one hand, Belarusian 
national identity, and, on the 
other, their inextricable link with 
the European family of peoples 
and their involvement in the 
global cultural context.

A. Zhishkevich,
Chairman of the Management Board

JSC “Development Bank of the 
Republic of Belarus”
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DEAR READERS!
Among the various beekeeping 
practices that are prevalent in 
the world today, the oldest is tree 
beekeeping, which is inseparable 
from the environment. In Belarus, 
this practice has been known 
for hundreds of years and is 
even mentioned in the Statute 
of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania 
as extremely important and 
requiring state regulation. Today, 
as before, it is passed on from 
generation to generation, and not 
forgotten by their descendants. 
This “living” traditional practice 
reminds people of the necessity 
to live in harmony with nature 
and to be grateful for those gifts 
that it generously shares for the 
sake of their health and well-
being. The value of this practice 
lies in its direct connection with 
the preservation of the ecological 
balance, the vital activity of local 
ecosystems, and, therefore, the 
sustainable development of 
society.

The United Nations declared May 
20 as World Bee Day. Such public 
attention to these insects is not 
accidental, given their invaluable 
role in ensuring biodiversity and 
the reproduction of many plants. 
Unfortunately, the bee population 
in the world continues to decline.

The interest in tree beekeeping, 
as part of Belarusian intangible 
cultural heritage and our 
contribution to world heritage, 
can initiate a great dialogue 
about the harmonious 
coexistence of man and nature. 
We hope that in the near future 
this practice will enrich the 
treasury of the UNESCO Intangible 
Heritage of Humanity.

Belarus carefully preserves 
traditions that reflect the 
spiritual potential of our people 
and characterises Belarusians as 
an established nation with its 
own mentality.

I am sure that the book-album 
“Tree Beekeeping —  Binding the 
Times”, prepared by the efforts 
of the creative team of the “Four 
Quarters” Publishing House, will 
not only expand knowledge 
about the culture of this practice 
in Belarus, but will also open to 
readers new facets of our rich, 
unique culture.

V. Makei, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 

Republic of Belarus, 
Chairman of the National 

Commission of Belarus for 
UNESCO
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Forest Tree 
Beekeeping  
in Belarus:  
First Steps 
towards 
Preservation



Forest tree beekeeping in 
Belarus, by the example of 
Lielchytsy district of Homiel 

region, was assigned with a 
category “A” status of historical and 
cultural treasure by the decision 
of the Belarusian Republican 
Scientific and Methodological 
Council on issues of historical and 
cultural heritage (protocol of 
November 15, 2017 No. 11–01–01 /12)
by the Resolution of the Ministry of 
Culture of the Republic of Belarus 
of November 23, 2017 No. 72 (the 
code in the inventory of the NCH: 
180222/1, the code in the State list: 
33AK000112).

In 2019, Poland and Belarus 
jointly submitted an application 
for the multinational nomination 
of “Tree Beekeeping Culture 
of Poland and Belarus” for 
the consideration of the 
Intergovernmental Committee 
for the Safeguarding of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
UNESCO.

The practice of forest tree 
beekeeping is more common 
among the residents of Lielchytsy 
district of Homiel region 
compared to other regions 
of Belarus. It is in Ubartskaye 
Palessie that this unique forest 
practice has survived to this day. 
It is interesting that the name 
of Ubartskaye Palessie, which 
is derived from the Ubarts river, 
and the word bortnichestvo (‘tree 



beekeeping’) have the same root 
‘bort’ (‘tree hollow’). Bortnichestvo 
has always been an aid to the 
agriculture of this region since 
there is little arable land, and 
even those are infertile. Today, 
the old practice is observed as an 
amateur pastime.

For the first time, the state of 
tree beekeeping in Lielchytsy 
district was shown in the 
1992 documentary “Autumn 
in Palessie”, produced by the 
Belarusian Television company, 
which narrated the story of two 
beekeepers from the village of 
Dziarzhynsk (Radzilavichy before 
1931). After the release of the 
film, folklorist Rehina Gamzovich, 
the author of the script, collecting 
information about the folk art of 
Palessie residents in this area, 
continued to observe the work of 
beekeepers.

Village residents work at the “Glushkavichy” 
gravel plant and practise forest tree beekeeping. 
Alfred Mikus taking photos

Scientists watching  
a tree beekeeper working
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Orthodox traditions are 
supplemented by folk 
ceremonies dedicated to 
Hramnitsy. On this day, people 
in Lielchytsy district also 
decorate a fir tree with paper 
flowers as a symbol of nature 
awakening in spring. The same 

tree is used during a wedding 
or when building a house. In 
addition, there is a tradition of 
spring-calling on Hramnitsy. In 
the village of Novaye Palessie, 
people invite spring to come 
by dancing karahods (circle 
dances) —  a symbol of the sun.
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In 2015, JSC “The Development Bank of the Republic of Belarus” 
began implementing the social project “Belarusian Cultural 
Heritage”. Its main goal is to acquaint a wider audience with  
the spiritual values and art of the Belarusian people.
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